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Welcome to this, the latest edition of btn magazine.

It’s Spring. What do those words mean to you? Well, if you are Max Bygraves, it means that you 
are probably thinking of Tulips from Amsterdam, but if you happen to be a young man, then it is 
surely the time for your fancy to turn to love. As for the fairer sex, well....shopping!!

For us here at btn, it is the time when we think of change, of loosening ourselves from a miserably 
cold winter, and for trying out new things and new ideas. With that in mind, our latest edition 
is full of freshness and colour, just the sort of magazine to inspire you to new deeds. I would be 
amazed if there was not something in here which will not stimulate you, it celebrates this as the 
time of year to embrace change.

Advertisers old and new, you can find us via the various contacts at the bottom of this page, join 
us for the next issue, due in late June, for our high summer special, it’s easier to take out than a 
superinjunction, and it will make you more popular. You see, when we put it like that, don’t you 
realise how much sense it makes?

Tel: 07847 549405                         email: info@btnlifestyle.com
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Treat your kitchen..

PLAN IT GRANITE

Granite worktops add an element of sophistication to your kitchen.

The splendour of granite creates a stunning look that is easy to care  
for and maintain, and will last a lifetime.

Wharf Road, Burton-on-Trent, Staffordshire, DE14 1PZ
Tel: 01283 741107  Fax: 01283 536915 Email: enquiries@plan-it-granite.co.uk

furnish your dream

Just In House

The MalTings, Wharf road, BurTon-upon-TrenT, sTaffordshire de14 1pZ

There is a disTincTive sTyle To JusT in house ThaT is quiTe unique. TradiTional and eleganT, 
conTeMporary or counTry, JusT in house offers a rare source of BeauTifully designed furniTure 

and accessories for The discerning cusToMer.

i n T e r i o r s

01283 510860

www.justinhouse.co.uk



      must admit – I really  
      love my job as an  
      interior designer! Every  
      week I am lucky enough 
to be given the opportunity 
to go into my clients 
wonderful and very diverse 
homes all around the region, 
and to be able to collaborate 
with them to design the 
homes and interiors of their 
dreams. I have seen some 
beautiful properties – from 
Elizabethan manor houses 

and fabrics etc. that I feel 
will combine to build an 
appropriate and pleasing 
scheme for the property, and 
to suit its’ owners personality 
and lifestyle. 

But whenever I am asked to 
design childrens’ bedrooms 
, there is a special feeling for 
me, for here is a place where 
a certain amount of fantasy 
can legitimately be used! 
Most parents are not willing 
to spend quite as freely on 
these rooms, as there is a 
fear that the child will ‘grow 
out’ of the decor and may 
become bored with it, and 
indeed that can happen, so 
I always try to build some 
mileage into these schemes 
so as to avoid that scenario. 

Recently I have been lucky 
enough to have worked on 
a scheme for a 15 year old 
boy, who had some exciting 
ideas of his own of how he 
wanted his new bedroom 
to look. At our first meeting 
he had already done some 
research , and shyly pulled 
a screwed up piece of paper 
from his pocket to show 
me the type of decoration 

to tiny beamed cottages 
all unique and presenting 
different challenges.

Initially, I approach each 
one in the same way – by 
listening to my customer 
to understand what it is 
they are hoping to achieve, 
what their home means 
to them and what they 
want out of it. Some are 
keen to use the house for 
entertaining, for some it 
is a totally private place 
and so the refurbishment 
or improvement is solely 
for their own pleasure. 
The budget is crucial, for 
I am also keen to be able 
to offer solutions within 
their reach, and their 
expectations.  Whatever the 
project is, there is always 
an excitement in me when 
I return to the showroom 
after a home visit and start 
to put together wallpapers 

he wanted for the walls 
– Graffiti! Unfortunately, 
‘Banksy’ was busy, so we 
engaged the services of Joe, 
from ‘Graffiti for Hire’, and 
the resulting photos of the 
now completed room can be 
seen below.

The main colours are red, 
white, blue and black, and 
two walls were painted in 
a design that was made 
personal and unique to 
my young client. Then we 
added black high gloss fitted 
furniture and a desk. Two 
fabulous Union Jack swivel 
chairs with leather seats 
and a bespoke corner sofa 
in bright red moleskin were 
added for the TV and DVD 
area. A black high gloss 
‘bruised’ pvc headboard 
was made in our upholstery 
workshop, and black and red 
silk roman blinds, a black 
and white fur and faux suede 
bed throw, and black, red 
and cream faux fur cushions, 
along with black shaggy rugs 
added comfort and warmth. 
The fabulous leather ‘Mao’ 
red star chest of drawers 
provides storage for clothes.

Finally, mirrored Union 
Jack cubes were added as 
bedside tables, along with 
steel tripod bedside lamps, 
and a mirrored Union Jack 
wall clock. Our young clients 
drum kit completed the 
scheme!!!

For a totally different look, 
Osborne & Little have 
recently added a delightful 
children’s collection to 
their ranges. Based on the 
drawings of Quentin Blake, 
‘Zagazoo’ wallpaper and 
fabric has already become a 
firm and affordable favourite 
for rooms for children of 
all ages ( and indeed a few 
adults too !) In the same way 
as Cath Kidstons ‘ ‘Cowboy’ 
wallpaper and fabric became 
an iconic choice some years 
ago (partly thanks to Jamie 
Oliver choosing it for his 
own home!!) , Zagazoo is 
sure to endure as a classic. 
Cockatoos and brightly 
coloured parakeets adorn 

washable wallpaper and 
cotton fabric, an alphabet 
design, and skateboarding 
children caper across both 
wallpaper and fabrics, along 
with a delicate butterfly 
and flower design, all in the 
familiar style of the much 
loved artist. To personalise a 
scheme using this collection 
we can add individual 
touches such as colourful 
beaded trims to roman blinds 
and curtains, curtain poles 
with coloured ceramic finials 
in a selection of styles, and 
additional novelty fabrics 
such as faux furs can be used 
for bed throws and cuddly 
cushions.

Of course, there is more, so 
if your child is hungry for the 
room of their dreams, please 
call to book an appointment. 
With our ranges, and your 
childs’ imagination, the sky’s 
the limit! To infinity and 
beyond!!!

K i d s  r u l e , o K ?
by Jo RAyboUld



Tel: 07847 549405

Whatever you are looking to 
create, an extension, convert your 
loft, re-configure your internal 
space. Elegant can provide just 
what you are looking for.

Elegant offer a no obligation initial 
consultation meeting where you 
can recieve sound advice and 
practical solutions to any question 
you may have.

Elegant Structures 

01889 500550
enquiries@elegantstructures.co.uk
www.elegantstructures.co.uk

Tel: 01283 550515  
Civic Way, Swadlincote, Derbyshire DE11 0AD
Fax: 01283 550762  email: rjfurnishing@btconnect.com

SALE
SPRING TO SUMMER

Roger James
furnishers
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PINE, oAK ANd REClAIMEd TIMER FURNITURE

PINE & oAK FURNITURE

Henry ’s

Saracen Coaching House, 
Main Road, Brailsford
Derbyshire, DE6 3DA

Telephone: 
01335 361132
E: info@henrysofbrailsford.co.u

oFFICIAl SUPPlIER

COLLECTABLES

REPLACEMENT DOORS BY NEW OAK
A FAMIly RUN CARPENTRy ANd JoINERy bUSINESS WITH oVER 30 yEARS EXPERIENCE

Internal & External Doors Supplied & Fitted

www.newoakreplacementdoors.co.uk    sales@newoakreplacementdoors.co.uk

Telephone: 01773 821531  Mobile: 07920 014535

Transform your home with new timber doors

ExAMPLE:
6 panel grain 
effect moulded 
door. Brass or 
chrome handles, 
latch and hinges 
including fitting
From £59.00*

* When purchasing  
4 or more doors in 
one transaction.  
(78 x 30” only)

S A N d R I N G H A M
B R O W N

Telephone: 01283 529400

Complete Bathrooms    
Wet rooms 
Bathroom Furniture, 
Sanitary Ware, 
Taps & Accessories

31 Derby Street,
Burton on Trent,
DE14 2LD
Mobile: 07828 755444
Mobile: 07811 549784
Email: sandringhambrown@live.co.uk
www.sandringhambrownbathroomsltd.com

All Building works undertaken: Extensions, 
alterations, loft conversions, new builds

b U I l d I N G  &  P l U M b I N G

Kedleston Heating ltd

www.kedlestonheating.co.uk

34, Duffield Rd, Five Lamps, Derby, Derbyshire DE1 3BH

Tel: 01332 348585

Alfred House, Alfreton Road, derby  dE21 4AF                          Tel: 01332 363422 
www.mauriceparker.co.uk  Email: sales@mauriceparker.co.uk    Fax: 01332 293455 

Innovative, durable luxury!

maurice parker INTERIORS lTd
Specialists in the design, supply and installation of kitchens, bathrooms and tiles





produced by the elegant and 
classical Swaffer collection 
in their own “Paradis” and 
“Handpicked ranges [see 
www.swaffer.co.uk].

She somehow also finds 
time to hold workshops, 
either to individuals or 
large groups, and she will 
undertake commissions! She 
only asks that should you 
wish her to do one for you, 
that you firstly consider the 
flower, colour and size that 
you wish her to paint. She 
will happily talk or email 
with you to discuss the 
finer points of your request, 
and she stresses that you 
are under no obligation to 
purchase if you do not like 
the finished product, she 
refuses deposits on her work, 
as she is unwavering in the 
idea that “If you don’t love it, 
then don’t buy it”

looking at her work, I find it 
frankly impossible to believe 
that, once seen, you would 
not wish to take her work 
home with you, such is the 

               he specialises  
               in water colours,  
               and her favourite  
               subject, indeed 
the subject to which she has 
become indelibly linked, 
is flowers, in particular 
her gift for meticulously 
capturing both their complex 
structures, and the delicacy 
of their colours and textures.

She held her first exhibition 
in Autumn 2001, and since 
then has held at least one 
exhibitions every two years. At 
the last estimate she thinks she 
has now sold over 400 pieces 
of her work, and her collectors 
live not only here in the UK, 
but also throughout Europe, 
the USA, Australia, and in 
South America.

Her work can also be seen 
on selections of stationery 
used by many prestigious 
galleries, museums and in 
various publications.

Her work is also to be 
found in two collections 
of soft furnishing fabrics 

In our latest look at the life of artists and designers whose work is available in the area we are 
pleased to highlight the painting of Kay Elliott. Kay began painting nearly 15 years ago. Although 
she received no formal training, she was simply following in the family tradition. Her father Rolf, 
and her Grandfather Helge both painted professionally, and offered encouragement and the ideal 
environment for her natural talent to best express itself.

George Matthews reports

b t n  G a l l e r y  P r e s e n t s
T H E  Wo R K  o F  K Ay  E l l I oT T

 

freshness, wit and accuracy 
of her images.

Ingleby Gallery 
Ingleby 
Nr Melbourne 
Derbyshire
dE73 7HW

From the A50 (Junction 3) at 
Chellaston follow the sign for 
Swarkestone, following the road 
until you reach the River Trent. 
Cross the river and immediately 
after the river turn right, off the 
bridge. Continue for 1 1/2 miles, 
pass the John Thompson Inn. 
The Gallery is a further 1/4 mile 
on the right behind a black and 
white cottage.

Anna
Ravenscroft

Ingleby Gallery
5th - 19th June 2011

With our ‘A’ Rated 
windows as standard and 
self cleaning insulated glass 
roofs you will be able to 
take advantage of your 
conservatory through  

all the seasons

01283 734485 
01332 554086

a conservaTory for all seasons

www.uvalueltd.co.uk email:       wayne@uvalueltd.co.uk

For all the pleasures of  gardening
Masseys of  Woodville have a large selection  

of tractor lawn mowers along with everything 
for your gardening and DIY needs

MASSEYS

29 Swadlincote Road,  Woodville Swadlincote,  Derbyshire,  DE11 8DE  

Tel: 01283 226414 / 217133
www.masseys-diy.co.uk/





the procedure and recently 
a representative from the 
company who supply the 
showroom and workshops 
paid a visit to Burton on 
Trent to discuss quality 
requirements with company 
director Ian Hewitt, his 
sales staff Rob Archer 
and Gavin Bagnall. Eric 
Reynolds himself is still 
actively involved in the 
company providing the sort 
of expertise that can comes 
with working in a business 
for over 50 years. The pianos 
are selected for their tone 
and quality by a team of 

            ric Reynolds’ piano  
            workshops have built 
            a reputation  
            throughout the 
UK for supplying quality 
reconditioned pianos and 
we would like to give you an 
insight into the process that 
starts in the land of the rising 
sun. 

The company sources the 
majority of its piano stock 
from Japan where the piano 
has remained incredibly 
popular. Liaising closely 
with Japanese suppliers is 
a very important part of 

Japanese technicians before 
they are carefully packed into 
containers bound for their long 
voyage overseas to Eric Reynolds’ 
workshops. The containers are 
unloaded and the pianos are 
taken into the workshops to 
be reconditioned by the highly 
experienced workshop technician 
Lee Clark and tuner Christine 
Crockett. The reconditioning 
process involves carefully 

Eric Reynolds started his company in Burton on Trent over 50 years 
ago and has seen music trends come and go. But one instrument 
has remained popular throughout this time and indeed throughout 
its 300 year history and that instrument is the piano. . . .

disassembling the piano 
to check and refurbish the 
2500 plus moving parts that 
make the piano such an 
incredibly expressive and 
enduring instrument. All 
parts are tested thoroughly 
and are replaced if 
necessary. This skillful and 
time consuming process is 
all done by hand. 

The finished result is an 
instrument that comes not 
only with Eric Reynolds’ 
5 year warranty but also a 
certificate of quality from 
the Japanese Used Piano 
Association (JUPA).

The result of all this hard 
work are instruments to 
suit all budgets and needs 
from beginners through to 
global music stars and Eric 
Reynolds Ltd prides itself 
on its friendly customer 
service and the quality of its 
instruments which is why 
people make the journey 
from all over the UK to 
choose their ideal piano.

The finishing touches on 
the instrument’s cabinet are 
overseen by French polisher 
Ray Currin.

e r i c  r e y n o l d s

Clockwise from left: The offices of Eric Reynolds 
Suppliers in Japan. Grand and upright pianos are 
packed and ready for dispatch.

The warehouse in Japan where the pianos are loaded 
onto containers.



Ray is celebrating 21 years 
of trading in his workshop at 
the rear of 86 High St burton 
on Trent which is adjacent to 
Eric Reynolds’ premises.

Ray specialises in the repair 
and restoration of traditional 
and contemporary finishes 
which brings furniture 
back to life and, from an 
ecological point of view, 
helps to conserve precious 
wood supplies.

Working closely with a wide 
range of local businesses 
such as furniture shops and 
some of the town’s largest 
employers has earned the 
French polisher a reputation 
for high class finishing.

But it’s not just local 
businesses that benefit from 
this expertise. Thousands 
of private customers from 
Burton and its surrounding 
areas have all trusted Ray 
with their treasured items 
of furniture to be restored. 
The list of restoration work 
recently undertaken includes 
the repair and restoration 
of veneers, inlays, heat and 
water marks, splits and 
loose joints, new leathers 
for desks; in fact the list 
seems almost endless. No 

two jobs are the same and 
the workshop has seen 
anything from tiny trinket 
boxes through 18th Century 
dining tables to stunning 
contemporary bespoke 
kitchen units.

Ray is also used to working 
for global music instrument 
companies providing the 
high gloss finishes for 
anything from instruments 
such as guitars and 
mandolins to 9 foot  
grand pianos.

All of this service is provided 
with the friendly care and 

expertise of a man who has 
spent over 47 years working 
with furniture

There have been many 
modifications to the design 
of the piano over it’s history 
and, as well as stocking over 
60 pianos in the showroom, 
Eric Reynolds also has a 
comprehensive electronic 
keyboard instrument 
department which stocks, 
amongst many other 

products, digital pianos 
proving that traditional 
acoustic instruments 
and their electronic 
counterparts are all part of 
a comprehensive musical 
world that welcomes the 
beginner all the way to the 
professional. 

So what are you waiting for 
music lovers, head over to 
Burton on Trent you’ll be 
inspired.

Sitting above the showroom 
and workshops at 88 High 
St Burton on Trent is the 
Yamaha Music School 
which has been run by Kerry 
Stanton since the early 90’s.

Yamaha Music Schools 
are known throughout the 
World for their high quality 
and revolutionary teaching 
techniques. Children as 
young as 3 years old can 
enroll for the Mini Mozart 
course where the emphasis 
is on introducing music to 
the very young this is done 
through song, movement and 
basic piano skills. There are 
many courses to suit children 
and adults from beginner 
through to diploma standard 
all taught by dedicated and 
highly trained teachers who 
understand how to bring out 
the musician in you.

The budding guitarist 
and drummer are very 
well catered for with the 
excellently equipped studios 
and the whole building 
is alive with the sound of 
making music.

So if you’ve always dreamt 
of being able to play an 
instrument call 01283 
534922 there’s a free trial 
lesson available, once you 
try it you’ll be hooked!

 Clockwise from left: Director Ian Hewitt meets with a Japanese 
colleague in the Eric Reynolds showroom. French polisher Ray Currin 
applies the finishing touches. The Yamaha Music School welcomes 
pupils of all ages. The instruments being demonstrated. Technician Lee 
Clark making fine adjustments to a piano.

Eric Reynolds, 88 High Street
Burton upon Trent, Staffs, DE14 1LJ
Telephone 01283 565869
                 01283 565086
                 01283 517997    www.used-pianos.co.uk

Ray Currin, Rear of 86 High St
Burton on Trent, STAFFS, DE14 !LJ
T: 01283 538558  M: 07720 869261
e.mail raycurrinfrenchpolisher@yahoo.co.uk
www.raycurrin.co.uk



2010 the curtains raised on 
the £2.5 million Pavilion  
Arts Centre.

With its two stages and 
multi-purpose layout, 
state-of-the-art sound 
and lighting, the centre 
will cater for musical and 
theatrical performances 
by established acts as well 
as providing a home for 
the wealth of local talent 
in the arts. Unparalleled 
conferencing facilities mean 

              he promise of  
              redevelopment  
              hangs over the  
              town’s centrepiece 
– the 18th century Crescent, 
soon to be renovated as a 
spa hotel and even sooner 
Buxton’s swimming pool 
will echo once again to 
the sounds of swimmers 
enjoying the healing 
qualities of the waters  
that first drew tourists to  
the town.

But visitors to Buxton 
today will be surprised at 
what has been happening 
at the Pavilion Gardens 
complex at the heart of 
the town. Situated in 23 
acres of beautiful parkland, 
themselves recently restored, 
the distinctive glass and 
iron building has seen a 
major change of fortunes 
of late with a brand new 
restaurant and coffee bar; 
the welcoming of the Tourist 
Information Centre under 
its roof; the brand-new 
shopping experience - the 
Gift Boutique, its very own 
art gallery and in September 

that the town can now 
compete with any business 
or tourist destination in the 
east midlands and with the 
world-renowned Opera 
House just a short walk 
away, the Pavilion Gardens 
has become an essential 
destination in any visit to the 
Peak District.

No stranger to top-drawer 
entertainment, the Octagon 
opened in 1875, played 
host in former times to The 

Some things in the Derbyshire market 
town of Buxton will never change… The 
weather will always be ‘surprising’, never 
quite as forecast by the experts. The train 
will always stop here, going no further than 
Joseph Paxton’s fan window at the end of 
the station and the stalactites will continue 
to grow millimetre by millimetre in Poole’s 
Cavern, the country’s finest showcave. 
Visitors will keep coming in their thousands 
especially during the summer festival 
season and the famed mineral water will 
keep flowing.

Beatles and to Paganini and 
is now home to classic car 
auctions, farmers markets, 
arts and craft fairs, tea 
dances, concerts and this 
year the new monthly 
‘Saturday Bazaar’ with a 
great market atmosphere and 
an eclectic mix of stalls. 

High Peak artists have added 
colour too in the ‘Gallery 
in the Gardens’ – painters, 
ceramicists, photographers, 
textile artists, jewellers and 
wood-turners all displaying 
their wares to suit all tastes 
and pockets, alongside the 
unique shopping provided 
by the Gift boutique. Home-
made jams and cakes, tasty 
local beers sitting next to 
toys and games for the family 
with books, maps and guides 
covering the whole of the 
Peak District for the serious 
walker.

The exciting changes at 
the Pavilion Gardens won’t 
mean that established family 
favourites will disappear - the 
ingredients have changed but 
the recipe for success is still 

the same. The restaurant still 
offers the same high quality 
in service, using fresh local 
produce to create a diverse 
menu; the conservatory 
remains the colourful, 
tropical antidote to Buxton’s 
more inclement moments 
and miniature train will still 
chuff its way around the 
gardens for children of all 
ages. Trevor, its friendly driver 
has never had a better time 
to shout “Buxton’s Pavilion 
Gardens – all change!”

The Pavilion Gardens
St. John’s Road
Buxton 
Derbyshire 
SK17 6BE 

Tel: (01298) 23114 

Tourist Information Centre 
Tel: 01298 25106
Fax: (01298) 27622 
Email: 
paviliongardens@highpeak.
gov.uk
www.paviliongardens.co.uk

all change! 
aT BuxTon’s pavilion gardens



Maxi dresses will still be 
big this season but with a 
twist. Look out for the sheer 
maxi with details of antique 
lace or crochet. Another 
interesting alternative will 
be tail hems, shorter at the 
front and longer at the back.  
From hot topical prints in 
flowing sheers to one colour 
jerseys in a slim straight shift. 
Again this look will suit most 
ages groups but get your 
underwear right! Smooth out 
any lumps and bumps with 
figure enhancing knickers 
and always choice a nude or 
flesh tone colour for thinner 
fabrics. 

The lagenlook (which is the 
fancy term for layered) will 
always be popular for any 
season or age. This look is 
great for covering any areas 
you don’t want on show.  
The secret to getting this look 
right is to layer with tonal 
shades in the same colour 
and keeping the fabrics light. 
This look can be used from 
casual holiday wear cottons 
to silks for the races or a 
wedding.  

Accessories are always a 
major factor in updating 
your wardrobe and can 
often be the cheapest way 
of doing it.  Following the 

a Hermes birkin, renamed 
the Kelly Bag after Grace 
Kelly. Both of these bags are 
serious investment pieces 
but if budget doesn’t allow 
or a designer labels isn’t 
your thing, there are plenty 
of similar styles on the high 
street in good quality leather 
at a fraction of the price. 
Reptile skins are going to be 
very popular in the coming 
seasons for bags, again a 
hark back to a bygone era.  
Search out car boots and 
second hand shops for a 
original must have.  Another 
big look is the belt purse, 
although how you’ll get 
everything in it remains to 
be seen!  

Tassels are everywhere 
this season, from bags to 

              he silhouettes  
              of the 1950s  
              and 1960s continue  
              to be very strong.  
Shapes that accentuate 
curves and femininity. A 
figure hugging shift dress 
with a below-the-knee hem 
is the ultimate in hourglass 
dressing. This style is classic 
so good for any age. It 
also flatters a more curvy 
figure so is great for the 
majority of British women. 
Think Marilyn Monroe or 
Christina Hendricks from 
the US hit series Mad Men. 
For a younger look raise the 
hem line to above the knee, 
introduce bold block colours 
or fruit prints and try a full 
circle skirt version for a bit 
of fun. 

We all love (and need) our 
handbags and I could write 
a whole section on this 
subject!  Put your larger 
slouch styles to the back of 
the wardrobe for the summer 
at least and get yourself 
a clutch. Although a lot 
smaller, this style is very neat 
and prefect for accessorizing 
a special outfit. If you 
need something larger  for 
everyday, take a look at a 
more structured look like  
the Mulberry Bayswater (in 
oak if you can great it), or 

trend to go back a few decades, 
the must have accessory for the 
true fashion followers will be 
cats eye sunglasses - from subtle 
to extreme in all the colours 
of the rainbow.  Soft scarves in 
pastel florals (think vintage) will 
brighten up a plain tee and linen 
trousers. If you keep your clothes 
all one colour, then add a bright 
longer scarf it will automatically 
create a slimmer silhouette.  
When it comes to jewellery look 
for beads and bangles in bright 
summer tones or naturals in 
wood.  

brooches, sandals to scarves.  
Again this is a really inexpensive 
way to update your wardrobe. 

When it comes to shoes you 
will find the trend is for clogs 
for everyday and kitten heels for 
dressing up. 

When it comes to colour you will 
find all the above in this seasons 
hot colour - orange!  From almost 
nude to rusty red, there will be a 
tone to suit you. 

Having said all of this, I am a 
great believer in giving a nod to 
fashion and never a slave. Leave 
the more adventurous to the 
weird and wonderful and just 
pick out one or two elements so 
show your in the know!

Now all we need is a bit more of 
this wonderful sunshine…

When it comes to fashion, the seasons really do change and none more so then 
Spring.  We all love the feeling of getting rid of the winter layers and sober colours 
and of course there’s the summer holiday to look forward to! Here are a few tips to 
add some fashion must haves into your wardrobe for the warmer months. 

s p r i n g  i s  i n  T h e  a i r . . .

fro
DRESS AGENCY

by Holly Saunders



Tel: 01889 563345
email: info@annettaross.co.uk  www.annettaross.co.uk

AnnettaRoss

1 Old Saddlers Yard, 13 High Street, Uttoxeter, Staffs ST14 7HN

U T T O X E T E R

We stock Condici, Inspirato, Coterie, Cartise, Vera Mont 
and French Connection to name a few, with a vast 

collection of millinery and shoes for that finishing touch

20% OFF
NEW SEASONS STOCK

5 Swan Walk, Burton upon Trent, Staffordshire, DE14 1DD 

Telephone 01283 530505

“be inspired”...
Oliver James Jewellers

21 high sTreeT, BurTon-upon-TrenT 01283 517993   13 Bridge sTreeT, Belper 01773 828684

Using the AH Frances system, 
the leading brand in lashes 
popular with celebrities. Semi 
permanent eye lash extensions 
are a fast growing new service 
in the UK beauty industry. 
Sensational Lashes provide 
both thickness and length to 
natural lashes to enhance the 
charm and appeal of your eyes

s e n s aT i o na l 
l a s h e s 
B y  l o u i s e

seMi perManenT eyelash exTensions

B o o K  T o d a y  o n

0 7 9 5  1 0 3 7 7 2 1

offers
currenTly
availaBle

AVAIlAblE IN yoUR PRESCRIPTIoN

Tutbury Opticians, Tutbury Mill Mews, Lower High Street,  

Tutbury Staffordshire. DE13 9LU

Phone/fax 01283 813329
Email: info@tutburyopticians.com
www.tutburyopticians.com

SPECIAl oFFERS THRoUGHoUT SPRING ANd SUMMER.
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THE CoURTyARd, dRAyCoTT MIll, dRAyCoTT, dE72 3Nb

f o o t w e a r j e w e l l e r y
c l o t h i n g a c c e s s o r i e s

Unit 8, barton Marina, barton Under Needwood, burton on Trent
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to thrive, despite the 
recession, so successfully 
in fact that last year they 
opened a brand new 
store at the Barton Marina 
complex. Staying close to 
the core specialisations that 
have established both their 
name and their reputation, 
they have also diversified 
into areas that complement 
their brand.

For instance the shops also 
stock a wide variety of 
china products like Royal 
Crown Derby, Willow Tree 
and Poole as well as many 
more exciting gift ideas 
like scarves, jewellery and 
fashion handbags, and they 
have recently expanded 
again to sell a variety of 

interior products such as 
home wares and accessories.

Gift solutions for everyone, 
all available at Start and 
Tremayne

178 High Street
burton-on-Trent dE14 1HN, 
United Kingdom

Tel: 01283 563 650

Barton Marina, Barton Turn, 
barton Under Needwood, 
Burton-On-Trent, 
Staffordshire DE13 8AS

Tel: 01283 716536

www.starttremayne.com

They stock many of the most 
recognisable designer goods 
from all the leading brand 
names on the market today, 
and can provide extensive 
knowledge on how to best 
maintain your own leather 
goods. They also present 
exclusively some of the finest 
Italian leathers in the whole 
of the UK. They also stock 
exciting and contemporary 
ranges of furniture, pictures, 
clocks and ornaments to suit 
all tastes and budgets.

Travelling away this 
summer? then look no 
further than Start and 
Tremayne, because here 
they can  provide the very 
best in specialist luggage, 
including the latest from 
Samsonite and Antler, and 
their staff are fully trained to 
give you invaluable advice 
on airline weights, and 
to help you find the most 
suitable luggage to take on 
your particular journey.

Start and Tremayne are 
located in  burton Upon 
Trent. They are a family run 
business,  and they have 
been supplying leather 
goods to customers for 
nearly 100 years. They 
began in  business as 
Saddlers, serving the needs 
of the famous brewing town 
and they continue to be an 
important presence there 
after all these years. 

The business continues 

Well for one thing because Start and 
Tremayne are one of  the pre-eminent 
regional suppliers of specialist designer 
handbags, luggage & other fashionable 
small leather items. 

STOP!
at Start and Tremayne

Why? l Lines and wrinkles treatments
l Lights and laser treatments 
l Skin tightening and cellulite reduction
l Range of Skin peels for range of imprefections
l Face and eye surgery
l Lumps and bumps removal and  more..

Tel: 01332 297397
www.derbyskinlaserclinic.co.uk
1st Floor Suite, 49 Friar Gate, Derby, DE1 1DF

Live beautifully....

BEFORE AFTER

Derby Skin Laser & Cosmetic Clinic

The leaders in cosmetic procedures 
in the Midlands

CQC 
APPROvED

INTEREST FREE 

PAYMENT PLAN

180, HIGH ST, BuRTON
TElEPHoNE: 01283 511269

BARTON MARINA, 
BARTON uNDER NEEDWOOD 
TElEPHoNE: 01283 711892

SADLER GATE, DERBY
TElEPHoNE: 01332 332159

KING STREET BELPER

www.bluewaterexclusive.co.uk

blUE WATER
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As there were only nine 
villagers and four small 
holders in Wyaston, it wasn’t 
a great revenue earner for  
his lordship!

This stonewashed pub with 
its heavily beamed ceilings 
and traditional look offered 
us a very cheery welcome 
when we arrived on a cold 
night in March. The locals 
bar was busy with both 
drinkers and diners and the 
place had a feeling of how 
pubs used to be with the 
general chatter and laughter 
making a great atmosphere.

We were warmly greeted 
by the bar staff and were 
offered a choice of dining 
in the restaurant or the bar. 
We opted for the restaurant 
but stayed in the lively bar 
with our pre dinner drinks 

              he Shire Horse  
              is situated in this  
              pretty hamlet three  
              miles south of 
Ashbourne. Little is in print 
about Wyaston, however 
it is mentioned in the 
Domesday Book as it was 
one of 337 parcels of land 
owned by Earl Edwin whose 
land ownership extended 
from Yorkshire, across to 
Lincolnshire and down to 
Worcestershire before the 
Norman Conquest of 1066. 

tart but with an emphasis on 
good British puddings such 
as treacle sponge and jam 
roly poly. My partner chose 
the clotted cream ice cream 
in a brandy snap basket and 
I chose the French apple 
tart which was served cold. 
My expectation was that it 
would have been warm so I 
was a bit disappointed. We 
were offered coffee which 
we declined and opted to 
extend our visit by finishing 
our drinks in the bar as  
we wanted to join the  
‘other party’. 

I would put the Shire Horse 
in the category of a pub with 
a restaurant which serves 
French influenced food.

Meal for two including 
drinks £65.20

Star rating out of five: 

Food 
Value 
Service 
Ambience

Would I return – yes to try 
the bar menu and enjoy the 
atmosphere

Recommend – attention to 
detail with both the food and 
the restaurant environment. 
A more relaxed and friendly 
service style, as we arrived 
at 7.45 and had ordered 
and eaten three courses by 
9.00p.m. 

©Jacqui Fox

Email: info@jacquifox.co.uk

vase of freesias and on first 
glance everything seemed in 
order. My dining companion 
had unwittingly chosen a 
French theme for his meal 
starting with French onion 
soup which was served in 
the traditional manner with 
a cheese topped crouton 
and piping hot. My starter 
of a Fruits de Mer platter 
offered a good combination 
of prawns, crayfish tails 
and lobster served with 
aioli mayonnaise. Whilst 
the portion of seafood was 
generous it did lack flavour; 
however my request for plain 
mayo had been remembered 
which was appreciated  
as I’m not a big fan of  
raw garlic.

We didn’t have long to 
wait for the mains to arrive 
as the service was brisk 
and efficient. The Toulouse 
sausage with red wine gravy 
and fillet of red snapper 
flambéed in Pastis were 
both served on mashed 
potato and accompanied by 
a dish of carrots, broccoli 
and creamed celeriac. The 
sausages were well cooked, 
nicely presented and tasty 
as was the snapper, which 
again was a generous 
portion. However the Pastis 
(a French aperitif with 
flavours of liquorice and 
aniseed), despite its strong 
characteristics, was not 
evident.

By now I’d had time to 
take in our surroundings in 
more detail. It felt as though 
the restaurant itself was a 
somewhat neglected part of 
the business as there was a 
wooden table abandoned in 
the middle of other tables 
laid up for dining and the 
conservatory hosted a 
Christmas tree and several 
random chairs, making it 
seem to be more of a storage 
area than a welcoming pre 
or post dining environment. 
We could hear the modern 
music being played in the 
bar and felt a bit left out, 
almost like we were at the 
wrong party.

So to desserts, which 
had a nod to France with 
profiteroles and French apple 

to make our decisions from 
the menu. There was plenty 
of choice for the meat eater, 
plus a couple of fish options 
on the mains and a couple 
of vegetarian starters but 
surprisingly, no vegetarian 
mains were listed. After 
making the enquiry, a choice 
of three vegetarian mains 
was offered, one of which 
was a pasta dish of pan 
fried halloumi cheese with 
tagliatelle.

The restaurant was a sharp 
contrast to the traditional 
old English bar where we 
started the evening. With its 
stripped wooden floor and 
French influenced pictures 
it seemed a little out of 
kilter with the rest of the 
building. The tables were 
clothed up in green and 
white and decorated with a 

i n d e p e n d e n T 
r e s T a u r a n T  r e v i e W

By Jacqui FoxThe Shire Horse, orchard lane, 

Wyaston, Ashbourne, Derbyshire DE6 2DQ

T: 01335 342714
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Welcome to Paradise
                                                              Hoar Cross Hall Spa Resort
       Voted England’s Leading Spa Resort at the World Travel Awards for Six Consecutive Years

135 Dale Road, 
Matlock, dE4 3lU
Tel: 01629 760299
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SEWING
specialist 
clothing 
alterations

l Local professional service

l Qualified locksmith

l All locks supplied and fitted

l Emergency door opening

l Garage door opening

l Having trouble opening  
   or closing your door?

Garry Wain 
loCKSMITH
CRB checked

Tel 01283 561241
 07921 169225
email: garrywain@hotmail.com



               easoned Cookery  
               School in the  
               Midlands is  
               working with 
Ruth Clemens, baker 
extraordinaire and finalist of 
the BBC Great British Bake 
Off, to offer a selection of 
baking courses for budding 
cooks. 

Courses will include: 

Baking Bonanza, a fun day 
covering top tips to achieve 
the perfect scones, cakes, 
pastry, tarts and biscuits.

Cake Decorating and 
Sugarcraft, a day for those 
wishing to master the art of 
cake decorating, working 
from the basics of marzipan 
and icing to sugarcraft 
flowers, piping and making a 
tiered cake. 

Cupcake Heaven - making 
and decorating the perfect 
cupcakes, spend the morning 
learning how to bake the 
perfect cupcake followed by 

              he Cornish pasty  
              was designed for  
              the miners too, this  
              time those from 
Cornwall. A pasty is a 
complete meal along with 
a carrying handle. This 
was eaten holding the 
pastry ridge which was 
thrown away to prevent 
poisoning from the miners 
own fingers. Norwegian 
sailors brought lapskaus 
into the UK. In liverpool 
it got the name Scouse, in 
North Wales it is called 
Lobscouse and in Stoke on 
Trent, Lobby. Basically this 
stew is made with whatever 
spare ingredients were 
available but traditionally 
lamb or mutton was used. 
If meat couldn’t be found in 
Liverpool, then it was Blind 
Scouse.

Our very own homegrown 
delicacy has to be the North 
Staffordshire Oatcake. 
Also known as the Tunstall 
Tortilla or the Potteries 
Poppadom, the oatcake 
has been a firm favourite 
in Stoke on Trent since the 
late 18th century. Given 
that they are made using 
yeast and sturdier flours 
they are ideal for wrapping. 
This is the traditional way 
of serving them, as a case 

for breakfasts and for 
potters and miners to take 
to work. Expatriate Stokies 
can get them delivered by 
mail order, but they are still 
little known outside of the 
Potteries let alone anywhere 
but Staffordshire. These are 
a unique foodstuff and are 
very versatile for grilling, 
layering, baking and even 
microwaving. For the original 
consumer, this was an easy 
lunch to unpack at break and 
eat with just your hands.

If we go back to the 
Cumberland sausage and the 

Cornish pasty, what do they 
have in common, but not 
with the North Staffordshire 
oatcake? For the first two, 
their names and method of 
manufacture are protected by 
European law. The oatcake 
does not have this protection 
and is such a local delicacy. 
“The Staffordshire” cheese 
has protected designation of 
origin and it goes remarkably 
well with oatcakes. Given 
the history and the unique 
local-ness, when does the 
campaign begin to protect 
the oatcake?

an afternoon of decorating – 
from the perfect buttercream 
swirls to sugarpaste roses, 
flipflops, berries and rose 
petals.

Ruth, based in Cheshire, 
was a finalist in the bbC’s 
Great British Bake Off in 
2010, since then she has 
started a popular food blog 
– The Pink Whisk, sharing 
her baking secrets with over 
4500 regular followers.   
Ruth has been involved with 
‘The Great British Wedding 
Cakes’ Production for the 
BBC, being broadcast on 
April 20th  2011 and is also 
launching a cake decorating 
book later this year. 

“We are thrilled to have 
Ruth as part of our team” 
says Clare Tetley from 
Seasoned.  “Ruth’s expertise, 
passion and friendly nature 
combined with Britain’s love 
of baking are making the 
courses extremely popular”.   

Ruth comments; “Inspiring 
people to get into the kitchen 
and bake is at the heart of 
everything I do.  Sharing a 

great baking session with 
others is great fun and 
rewarding too.  It’s definitely 
time to get those aprons on, 
join us on the course and get 
baking!”

Sally Mercer and Claire 
Reed, Staffordshire residents 
who were participants on the 
first baking bonanza course 
said; “The cakes were a great 
finale. The many tips that 
Ruth shared with us that you 
don’t get in recipe books 
were brilliant.” 

Seasoned Cookery 
School has three bases; in 
Staffordshire, Derbyshire 
and Shropshire.  Ruth’s 
baking courses have started 
in Derbyshire and will also 
extend to other locations 
later in the year. 

The cookery school, run by 
Tutbury resident Clare Tetley 
(28), aims to combine the 
best local chefs, delicious 
regional produce and 
stunning rural venues to 
create cookery days that are 
fun and inspirational. 

greaT BriTish BaKe off

WorKing lunch

Seasoned Cookery School joins forces with Ruth 
Clemens, finalist of the BBC Great British Bake 
Off, to inspire people in the Midlands to bake! 

Some of the best regional foods come from traditional workplaces. 
In Cumberland, homesick German miners were treated to a local 
remake of something they were familiar with from back home. This 
coiled sausage is instantly recognized as what it is but it’s not a 
Cumberwors, it’s our own interpretation and by all accounts, the 
Germans were very pleased with what we came up with. 

By Ross Boardman 99 Station St, Burton

Ruth Clements

Clare Tetley



Jo’s merry go round

SALES
Thursday 19th May from 11am onwards, 

Jangala Soft Play, Hilton, Derbyshire 

Friday 13th May from 11am onwards, 
Marlborough House, Abbots Bromley 

Saturday 21st May,  
Tutbury pre- school Spring Fair, Tutbury 

Thursday 16th June from 11am onwards, 
Jangala Soft Play, Hilton, Derbyshire 

Friday 24th June, 10.00 - 11.30am, 
Stretton Baby and Toddler Group 

Thursday 14th July from 11am onwards, 
Jangala Soft Play, Hilton, Derbyshire

www.josmerrygoround.co.uk

Or call 01335 330 130  
to arrange a personal viewing of clothes for your child, 

or to have a Browse box delivered to your home for  
24 hours with clothes for your childs age. 

We are also looking for new stock, we pay cash 
up front for 2 years plus items such as Monsoon, 

Cattamini, Joules etc. See website for terms.

We are a quality second hand children’s clothing company. 

go through. That is why she 
sees her business as offering 
everything when and where 
it is needed most.

“We make gift baskets by 
hand, Ranging from new 
baby boy or girl, twins, new 
mum, pamper maternity 
baskets and more made to 
your specifications.

“Nappy cakes are wonderful 
presents, shaped like 
cakes made from nappies, 
blankets, baby clothes and 
more. Ranging from football 
themes, beatrix potter, 
winnie the poo, just about 
any theme you like.

“Vital Touch are a product of 
pure essential oils blended 
by hand in Devon. They’re all 
organic and pure for mum and 
baby. Also wonderful gift boxes 
designed for pre and post natal 
new parents and babies.

“Just call 01283 520700 
for more info, or check 
out our website the 

“I have been a beauty and 
holistic therapist for 11 
years. I trained all over the 
country and at all the best 
product houses including 
clarins, elemis, guinot, 
dermalogica and thalgo to 
name just a few.

“I qualified in specialist 
pregnancy massage 
techniques in London 8 
years ago, and since then I 
have worked and managed 
in various spas and salons, 
and I have also trained as 
a lecturer and I have now 
brought all of my experience 
to the treatment room where 
I promise you will recieve 
wonderful service”.

“We are a new concept 
enterprise offering a One 
Stop shop for all your 
pregnancy needs, with a 
wide variety of gifts for 
newborns and new parents 
all under one roof

“Pregnancy therapies are the 
speciality at the treatment 
room but we offer many 
other services, from Hopi 
ear candles to Hollywood 
waxing and nails.

“We’ve just installed a Fake 
Bake spray tan unit, and we 
now the only salon in the 
area who can offer the new 
and exciting Thai pedicures 
and manicures for that 
special treat

“We also offer a delivery 
service for gift baskets and 
nappy cakes perfect to send 
to a new mum at her home 
or at the hospital.

“Our new sensation is the 
sock Monkeys we sell, 
handmade monkeys made 
from socks which are proving 
so popular we can hardly 
keep up with demand.

As a new mother herself, 
Hayley is uniquely aware of 
how demanding motherhood 
is, and she is aware of the 
pitfalls all young mums can 

            ver wanted to know  
            where to buy that  
            something special     
            for the expectant 
mum? Are you a Dad 
desperate for an original idea 
to pamper your own loved 
one with? Well ponder no 
more, as solutions arrive 
by the bundle at the Baby 
Boutique. No more than 
a nipper themselves, they 
celebrate their first successful 
year of business in June, and 
promise to offer a whole 
range of tempting ideas for 
that special anniversary. In 
the meantime, let Hayley 
McPherson, who owns the 
shop along with her business 
partner Adam, introduce 
herself, and tell you a bit 
more about what you can 
find in the baby boutique.

Feel Unique at the Baby Boutique 
babyboutiquetutbury.com”

As any parent knows, 
bringing up young babies 
is stressful and time 
consuming. Rewarding of 
course, but also a time when 
luxuries and indulgences 
are forgotten about. We all 
know that it is important to 
keep in mind the importance 
of looking and feeling as 
well as is possible at this 
time, and the Baby Boutique 
also offers therapy sessions, 
supervised by trained 
professionals, to help deal 
with any problems that you 
might experience.

Marissa Kyriakou bA [Hons] 
d Hyp, bSCH [Assoc] holds 
private hypnosis clinics @ 
the treatment room to treat 
many conditions that can be 
connected with pregnancy, 
including Smoking, weight 
control, phobias, anxiety, 
pain control and post natal 
depression.

Call Marissa on 
07967824062 for any 
questions or to book a free 
30 minute consultation

info@helpbyhypnosis.co.uk

To celebrate their 
forthcoming first anniversary 
The Baby Boutique on June 
25 is holding a special 
bubbly and nibbles party, 
and for that day everything 
will be 20% off, and that 
includes any treatments that 
are booked for that day.

Indeed, it would be 
difficult to find an angle 
the Baby Boutique does 
not cover, such is the 
level of experience and 
empathy the business has in 
understanding the complex 
needs that having a baby 
brings. 

As Hayley says “you are in 
the best hands”



The Acoustic Festival of Britain is a 3 Day music festival with camping and 
an eclectic programme of Unplugged and Acoustic music from the genres 
of Folk, Roots, Celtic, Blues, Pop, Rock, Ska and much more. This is a real 
music lovers festival, patroned by none other than Donovan and headlined 
by Fairport Convention, Steve Harley and Hayseed dixie.

with Expat records!) Sam 
Garrett and Roz Bruce now 
booked as a main act. Well 
done Roz!

Unlike some festivals, this 
is a great family friendly 
festival, with Craft Stalls & 
Displays, Juggling Schools, 
Drumming, Didgeridoo & 
Guitar Workshops, Healing 
& Yoga Classes, Pixies, 
Dragons, Story Telling, 
Comedy. Tribal Dancing, 
Belly Dancing, Morris 
Dancing, Face Painting & 
Stilt Walkers.

Four stages of entertainment 
and dozens of crafts and 
food tents together with a 
huge real ale tent over 200ft 
long feature, with a stage 
powered by bicycles, so if 
you want a bit of exercise 
at the festival, hop on board 
and help power the stage.

The event is bought to 
Staffordshire’s Uttoxeter race 
course by the charismatic 
Mike Stephens and Rob 
Thompson. Mike seems 
to know everyone who 
is important in the music 
business and his enthusiasm 
and love of music is obvious 
when you meet Mike and 
judging by comments from 
last years festival this is going 
to be a stunner. Town and 
borough councillor, and 
former Uttoxeter Mayor, 
Howard Grigg was at the 
2010 event and said he 
‘couldn’t praise it enough’. “I 
would like to congratulate the 
racecourse; to put on such an 
event with in excess of 8,500 
people over a weekend was 
outstanding. They handled 
everything expertly. I can’t 
praise them enough, they did 
a fantastic job and I don’t 
think anyone would say 
otherwise. It is something 
we should encourage. It was 
absolutely brilliant.”

The event is an all family 
event with a myriad of 
activities and entertainments 
for all that will take your 
breath away, fine world foods, 
superb camping facilities and 
that feel good factor most 
festivals would envy. 

Kershaw, Fish from Marillion, 
Hayseed dixie, Cerys 
Matthews from Catatonia, 
Hazel o’Conner, Martin 
Turner’s Wishbone Ash, The 
Quireboys, The Strawbs, John 
Parr and many other well 
known acts will perform in a 
packed weekend of musical 
highlights. Courtesy of local 
legendary promoter Lavy 
– Paul Latham, local acts 
will also play at the festival, 
including Tilted Smile, Son 
Of Eagle, (now a signed act 

acousTic fesTival of BriTain 2011
UTToXETER RACE CoURSE, 20-21-22 MAy WEEKENd.

                                                                By Chris Hardy 

              ow in its 6th year  
              The Acoustic  
              Festival of Britain  
              will return to the 
market town of Uttoxeter on 
May 20 - 21 - 22 in 2011 
for its 3 day event which has 
developed into a prestigious 
and relaxed family occasion 
for all generations. 

This year’s Acoustic Festival 
of Britain is building on the 
success of previous years 
with some superb acts from 
the acoustic scene and 
beyond. Again it is liable 
to be the biggest festival for 
Burton acts to collectively 
play at, in recent history. 
Fairport Convention, The 
Spinners, Steve Harley, Nick 

 

Cerys Matthews



dale, along the section of the 
River Wye from Cheedale, to 
Water cum Jolly Dale, while 
Wolfscote Dale is caught 
between the leafy charm 
of Beresford Dale and the 
Derbyshire gem of Dovedale. 
Dovedale is owned by 
the National Trust and has 
farmland, with sheep on the 
rocky slopes and woods

From its source on the 
gritstone moorlands west 
of Buxton, the River Wye 
cuts a southerly course 
through limestone country to 
Rowsley where it meets the 
River Derwent in the heart 
of the Peak District which 
is the ideal location for an 
exhibition of paintings of the 
Derbyshire landscape, which 
runs from from 16th April to 
22nd May at gallerytop. 

On show are new works 
by artists selected for their 
vision and integrity, including 
Martin Decent, Kristan 
baggaley, Colin Halliday, 
James Preston, Gareth Buxton 
and others. You will see the 
beauty and diversity of the 
landscape represented in 
unique ways. It’s difficult not 
to be impressed by the scenes 
and vistas of the Peak District, 
but ultimately it is the artist’s 
eye and individual emotional 
response which creates that 
inexplicable ‘pull’ towards a 
painting of a particular place.

For Gareth Buxton, who 
turned to painting full-
time after a near fatal road 
accident in 2004, ‘each 
painting is a unique snapshot 
and emotional representation 

               he county offers  
               spectacular Peak  
               District scenery 
               such as Mam Tor 
and Kinder Scout in the Dark 
Peak, which is the higher, 
wilder northern part of 
the Peak District. It gets its 
name from the underlying 
limestone which is covered 
by a mantle of millstone grit 
and this results in the soil 
being saturated with water 
in winter with bogs of black 
peat. This is the desolate 
drama of peaks rising over 
2000 feet, including, Kinder, 
bleaklow and black Hill. 

Further south are less harsh 
environments - Cheedale is a 
deep winding gorge, flanked 
by limestone cliffs sometimes 
towering 300ft above the 
river. Lathkill is one of 
Derbyshire’s smallest rivers, 
but its beauty makes it one of 
the most impressive. Miller’s 
Dale is a lovely limestone 

From the miles of ancient dry stone walls which create a spiders-web of 
footpaths, bridleways and historic tracks to the sweeping vistas of the 
Dark Peak, Derbyshire offers an enormous scope of inspiration to artists. 
Keith Logan reports

Preston. Whether you are 
looking for a dramatic vision 
of Derbyshire or a gentle 
reminder of a day in the 
dales, you are sure to find 
something to stir  
your senses

of himself at the time it is 
created’.

Sheffield based artist Kristan 
Baggaley has exhibited with 
gallerytop for over five years, 
and his large-scale dramatic 
oils on canvas always attract 
collectors and enthusiasts. 
His paintings reflect the vigor 
and energy of the techniques 
used to represent the iconic 
views of Stanage and Curbar 
Edge, and it is his response 
to the ever-changing weather 
and seasons that makes each 
of Baggaley’s paintings a 
new experience.

Colin Halliday moved to 
Derbyshire from Cumbria 
in 2005 and has quickly 
established a name for 
himself in the area, having 
exhibited previously in 
several London solo shows. 
His work has evolved into a 
fresh and unique style that 
reflects his deep affinity 
with nature and the British 
landscape.

The paintings perfectly 
reflect the diversity of 
the landscape, from the 
drama of the Dark Peak, 
beautifully rendered by 
Martin Decent’s ‘Kinder 
Scout’ to the poetic intimacy 
of ‘Dumble Wood’ by James 

For more information about 
Derbyshire Landscape 
paintings contact Keith 
Logan at gallerytop on 
01629 735580 or visit www.
gallerytop.co.uk
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have a good read at it then. It 
looks very nice”.

She adjusted her spectacles 
before making her way 
across the road to return to 
her abode.

A tractor just missed her!!

FINDERN

Wednesday this week I was 
nursing a bit of a hangover, 
and my meanderings were 
more like staggerings as I 
traversed down Doles Lane, 
Findern.

Not surprisingly I was still 
kitted out in my team’s 
shirt that I had sported 
the previous evening on a 
disastrous night of doom 
and gloom at the Pirelli, 
as a woeful Albion had 
surrendered without much of 
a fight, to a Stevenage side of 
dubious repute.

As I deposited copies of 
BTN through letterboxes 
with more aplomb than had 
been shown by my heroes 
in yellow the previous 
evening, I was spotted by a 
resident as I lurched across a 
neighbouring garden.

“Is that the BT directory?” he 
yelled.

“No, its the BTN 
complimentary” I quipped.

As I approached, the jolly 
fellow piped up, with a wry 
grin, ”Up the brewers!.” 

“Not very clever last night 
I tell ya”, I shamefully 
admitted!

“Take your boots next time”, 
suggested the chappie, ”You 
might get a game!”

“Cant get in my Sunday 
side any more”, I retorted 
despondently, ”So I don’t 
think they will entertain me, 
but you never know!”

As I continued up the 
lane my mind began to 
wander. ”By the time I 
finish distributing all these 

paperwork he plonked on 
our desk.

The following therefore are 
just a few excerpts taken 
from his diary to give you an 
insight into a day in the life 
of Big Al, and a glimpse of 
what goes through the mind 
of a man who some regard 
as a comic genius,when 
he is let loose for the day 
with just his own thoughts, 
and several cans of tizer for 
company!

NEWBOROuGH

Whilst meandering and 
perambulating betwixt the 
peace and tranquility of 
Newborough this afternoon, 
I was approached by a dear 
old lady, whose letterbox 
I had recently given a reet 
good shaking!!

Fearing the worst I braced 
myself in readiness for some 
local robust dialect.

However, I needn’t have 
concerned myself too much. 
The dear old lady meant only 
to enquire about the super 
shiny package I had just 
delivered.

“How much is it she asked 
innocently?”

“Its a freebie” I politely 
replied.

“Oh,so how do you make a 
profit then?” she mused.

“Its a small family run 
business”, I responded. 
”We generate our income 
by persuading businesses 
out there to advertise with 
us, at competitive rates, in 
return for a splendid advert 
in glorious splendicolor.We 
encourage some to run with 
a special feature if we feel 
they have a good piece of 
editorial too”, I explained. 
“We pride ourselves too 
on delivering to the rustic 
isolations that some similar 
publications cannot reach.” 

“Oh I see, what a good idea” 
,she concluded, ”I,ll go and 

              his Spring  
              just past, you may  
              well have seen  
              Big Al on his 
travels. Be he walking, 
running!!, perambulating,  
meandering, skipping, 
ducking and/or diving, 
bobbing and weaving, 
perspiring, sweating, puffing 
and panting, coughing 
and wheezing. Well, in  
whichever way you may 
wish to describe his chosen 
mode of pedestrianism, he 
has been out there over 
the last six or seven weeks, 
doing his darndest to deliver 
btn  to your door.

We asked Big Al to keep a 
log of some of his adventures 
whilst out in the countryside 
surroundings. (In “actualite” 
it was our surreptitious 
way of ensuring he was not 
pulling a skive, but he has 
indeed been proven to be 
the very model of servicable 
rectitude - Ed)

Now unless you know Big 
Al personally you will not be 
privy to the fact that not only 
does he physically  ramble 
from village to village to 
get the BTN job done, he 
is also in conversation a bit 
of a rambler, to say the very 
least, when asked to describe 
anything!

As a consequence,what 
we envisaged here at 
bTN  HQ,as a simple 
editorial task,became quite 
monumentally mountainous 
with the sheer volume of 

magazines I will be super 
fit, several stone lighter, and 
ready for a Sunday League 
comeback. ”Ive still got 
it!”, I told myself. ”Plenty 
of life left in these legs yet. 
And there’s no substitute for 
skill!..........”

Suddenly my hungover mind 
took me back to the previous 
night, to the Pirelli stadium, 
and Bossman Pesch, with his 
last throw of the dice, had 
entrusted me the oppurtunity 
to right the wrongs of the 
previous 89 minutes. A last 
minute substitute, I was 
about to clip a free kick into 
the Stevenage net. I took 
several bold steps backward, 
picked my spot, and took 
aim to boot the paper cup 
that was masquerading 
as the matchball before 
me.Whoops! I missed and 
slipped off the edge of the 
kerb! Perhaps not so different 
from the Pro’s after all I 
mused, as I checked myself 
for injuries.

Maybe not ready for the 
comeback just yet, eh?

COTON IN THE CLAY

Today I passed through 
Coton in The Clay,

There were not many 
properties jumping out 
before me in this tiny little 
place, but I pulled up when I 
finally came across a row of 
about six houses.

I entered a gate ,but stopped 
immediately!

I had spotted a rather strange 
looking character ten yards 
from me. It stood motionless, 
but I could tell nontheless I 
was being eyeballed!

I decided to proceed no 
more until I had vouched for 
the behavioural aspect of this 
four legged individual that 
also had me in its sights.

I quietly backtracked, 
and consulted with a lady 

tending her garden next 
door.

“Excuse me, is that a dog or 
a sheep next door?”, I asked, 
somewhat embarrassed by 
the fact that I really was 
unsure of what particular 
species was in occupation of 
the garden. In fact I thought 
I was having a peculiar turn, 
some kind of  50 year old 
“moment!”

The kneeling woman turned 
towards me.

“I mean, am I safe?” I 
added,my knees were 
now starting to knock 
considerably! 

“Dont be silly, thats Jake.  
He wont harm you!” she 
assured me.

Somewhat relieved I had 
been given the all clear to 
venture forth, safe in the 
knowledge that I would 
come to no harm, I made my 
way back through the gate 
and carefully posted BTN 
gently through the letterbox, 
I had one eye on Jake,  
just in case I felt the need  
to scarper!

Jake,bless him,didnt bat 
an eyelid, as he studiously 
escorted me off the premises.

He never moved at all. In 
fact, he may have been 
ornamental!




